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Let us begin our reflection before the Divine presence of our Lord Jesus, our high 

Priest, with this prayer: 

 

 

Dearest merciful and caring Jesus, 

come with us, walk with us as we go 

 to fulfill our priestly duties. 

Watch over us and stay with us 

 until our works are done. 

Bless our hands. 

Bless our minds. 

Bless our eyes. 

Bless our words and actions. 

 

Grant us your grace 

so that we may do our priestly duties 

 creatively and fruitfully. 

We may be patient 

amidst countless demands and orders. 

We may be more persevering amidst trials. 

We may find solutions to recurring problems. 

 

Grant us your grace and guidance 

so that our works would be accomplished, 

 our schedules met, 

 our duties done, 

 our commitments fulfilled. 

 

Grant us your grace and inspiration 

that we may never be lazy or take it easy, 

we may not fall into temptations of applause  

 and indifference. 

We may not be complacent 

 in our responsibilities and obligations. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

Dearest merciful and compassionate Jesus, 

come with us as we go out to work for You. 

Bless what we do. 

Bless the things we use and our skills. 

Bless its results and make them fruitful. 

Amen. 

 

A priest celebrated his priestly anniversary. Let me impart to you a part of his homily. 

He has three lessons worth remembering. 

 

First, priestly life is exclusively a life for God and with God. Priests live with their flock. We 

work for them. We deal with them. We relate with them. But at the end of our work and 

at the end of the day, we have no one and nothing to turn to, but God. While people have 

to return to their family, retire to their homes, and turn to their respective securities in 

life, whatever and wherever they may be, we priests, have nothing to rely on and no one 

to turn to except God. 

 

Priestly life is always a turning to God. After social and pastoral activities, after being 

comfortable in the company of our admiring and appreciative parishioners, we priests 

have to be alone by ourselves. But in our being alone, there is always God to turn to. 

Priests have to leave their comfort zone in order to meet God in the silence of their hearts, 

in the desert of their lives and in the daily struggles and demands of their priestly duties. 

Should we not leave the maddening crowd so that we can listen clearly to God’s call? 

Should we not deny ourselves of the solicitous attention and consoling attachments to 

family and friends so that we can freely live and work solely for God? 

 

Second, priestly life is exclusively a life of grace. After 39 years, I am still a priest. It is not 

because I am so good, but because God has been so good to me. It is not because I am 

faithful, but because God has been faithful to me. It is not because I am successful, but 

because God picks me up whenever I fall and gives me chance after chance. I am 39 years 

in the priesthood. It is because of God. It is because of His grace. 

 

Thus, a priest must also be graceful. Priestly life is not to entertain, not to compromise, 

not to be popular. Priestly life’s aim is not to accumulate or to store up for future security. 



 
 

 

Priestly life is not to acquire or to have material possessions in order to be comfortable in 

old age. It is to impart grace, since priestly life is a life of grace. 

 

Third, priestly life means to go on. God has sent me here for a purpose. God brought me 

here for a reason. Surely, priestly assignment is rough and rugged. But God will surely 

make it safe and sound.  

 

God is always sending us to His people, to His place. God wants us to be there. God 

does not say, “Stay.” God does not command “Remain.” But God is always telling us, 

“Go!” He calls us priests to move. And it is to move up or move out. Whenever we go 

and wherever we are assigned, there is always work to accomplish, souls to save, and 

people to serve. God is always there in those assignment to meet us and to welcome us. 

He is always there, ready to embrace us, to accept us, and accompany us. 

 

Now should there be any reason to be hesitant about going to another place and 

assume a new responsibility? Is there any valid reason to refuse to be assigned 

somewhere else? Is there any excuse to reject an assignment to move out, to go and to 

vacate the present position and place? No! It is because priestly life is a life of going on – 

to Go and to His people. It is a life of going on – in His time and on His terms. 

 

Now as we were called and chosen to be sent for the apostolate of Jesus and His 

Church, let us be reminded for me of this seven priests: 

 

1. Don’t make any listing of what you cannot do. Everything can be learned. God will 

always provide the means. God has His own ways. Trust your ability. Rely on the 

grace of God. 

2. Don’t wait for work. We can start, initiate, and create. We can always propose and 

perform. Always participate and produce good things. 

3. Don’t look for instant results or be anxious for affirmation and compensation. We 

must be patient and persevering. Success entails sacrifices and hard work. 

4. Don’t limit yourself and minimize your effort. We can give the best in us. God 

always hopes for the best in us. 

5. Don’t get too attached to television, computers, magazines, and movies. They will 

consume our time. Remember we must be always with our people, visible and in 

constant personal contact with them. 



 
 

 

6. Don’t work alone. Be a team. Share your talents and time with others. Get them 

involved. 

7. Don’t be anxious for vacations, for break times and days-off. God is our rest. He is 

our reward. He will console and comfort us. We are His full time laborers in His 

vineyard. 

 

Let me end our reflection with a passage of St. Vincent de Paul from his Common Rule.  

He writes, “When we have carried out all we have been asked to do, we should, following Christ’s 

advice, say to ourselves that we are useless servants, that we have only done what we were 

supposed to do, and that, in fact, we could not have done anything at all without Him.” 
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